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All Things Gifted

Newsletter For Families of Gifted Learners Issue 4

OCTOBER 27, 2025

In This Issue

Dear Families,

The school year is in full swing! This edition of the newsletter provides information on
Written Acceleration Plans (WAPs), Written Education Plans (WEPs), Enrichment
Opportunities for your Gifted child as well as tips on how to support your gifted child
throughout the year.

If you have specific questions about your gifted child, please contact me at
cf_belkot@cftigers.org or 330-926-3800 x 502039.
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Written Acceleration Plan (WAP). What Are They
Again?

If your child has been accelerated in one or more subjects, or has received a whole-
grade acceleration, you should have received a Written Acceleration Plan (WAP) in
September through SAME GOAL. The WAP outlines your child’s transition plan and the
supports in place to ensure success at the higher grade level. Its primary purpose is to
provide access to appropriately challenging learning opportunities that meet your child’s
advanced academic needs.

Written Education Plans (WEPS). What Are They
Again?

If your child has a gifted identification, you will be receiving a Written Education Plan
(WEP). This information will arrive electronically through SAME Goal. The WEP complies
with the Gifted Operating Standards from the Ohio Department of Education and
Workforce (ODEW). School districts in Ohio are required to send information to the
ODEW regarding how many students are identified as gifted and if they are taking a
class that corresponds to the subject area of identification.

The WEP outlines goals, learning strategies, and activities for your child to help them
reach their full potential in areas where they excel, like math, reading, or the arts. It
also specifies the programs or support utilized (like accelerated classes) to meet these
goals as well as how your child’s progress will be measured. If you would like to
suggest an additional goal for your child, please print and return the WEP with your
input, or email your goal directly to me at cf_belkot@cftigers.org.

WEPs are revisited annually to track progress and adjust goals or strategies as needed.
Think of @ WEP as a personalized roadmap that helps your child stay engaged and
challenged in their learning journey.
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Creativity Unleashed and Halloween Inspiration

While cleaning out my attic, I came across an old Halloween costume—a red and white
clown suit with blue tassels and billowing sleeves. It didn't come from Spirit Halloween
or Halloween Express. It was hand-sewn by my mother using a pattern from JoAnn
Fabrics.

While the days of hand-sewn costumes may be long gone, the creative spirit behind
them is still very much alive. I've seen it in the homemade costumes my own children
have cobbled together and in the imaginative creations of my students over the years.
Repurposed garments from the Salvation Army have transformed into Men in Black
agents and refrigerator boxes have become Martians flying in spaceships.

Halloween offers countless opportunities for creative expression. This year, I encourage
you to get creative with your children instead of running to the store for a pre-made
costume. Your wallet will thank you—and the memories will be even better.
Halloween Costume Ideas:

o Dress as a character from your favorite book or movie.

» Dress as a historical figure or favorite author.

e Dress as an idiom—how could you bring one of these sayings to life? (Time Flies

or The Cat’s Out of the Bag, for example)
» Dress as a famous inventor.
» Dress as your favorite food.
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Enrichment Review

.» 3-5th Grade: 24 Math Game Club has returned to Cuyahoga Falls Elementary
schools. The Club meets during recess/lunch or Tiger Time. The District Tournament will
be held on Saturday, January 17, 2026 at Preston Elementary school from 1:30 -3:00.
Stayed tuned for sign up details coming in December.

Middle School:

» 8th Grade Honors ELA: Teaching Artists from Erie Ink in collaboration with the
Maltz Museum have been working with Cuyahoga Falls students in writing workshop
settings to guide students in writing essays and or poems for submission to the Stop
the Hate Contest.

»7th Grade Honors ELA: In November students will participate in the annual Stop
the Hate Youth Sing Out Contest: Roots of American, sponsored by the Maltz Museum
in partnership with the Cleveland Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. This contest celebrates
young voices standing up to bias and bigotry. Classes will submit original songs to this
contest.

» 7th & 8th Grade
Power of the Pen Writing Team: Since September, the team has been honing their
creative writing skills to prepare for their first writing competition on Saturday, January
31, 2026.

» 6th, 7th & 8th Grade: 24 Math Leaders Club this after-school club is designed for
strong math students with fluent math fact skills and leadership potential. These
student leaders will learn the game and train as table monitors for the 24 Math
Tournament.
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Resources to Support Your Gifted Learner

Overthinking and Shame

If your gifted child feels anxious when faced with new challenges or is unable to finish
tasks because they are hampered by perfectionism, the article below offers helpful
strategies to support them.

https:/ /sengifted.org/the-interface-of-overthinking-anxiety-and-shame-
among-gifted-children/

Organization Tips and Tricks
https://www.davidsongifted.org/gifted-blog/what-parents-can-do-to-help-
their-children-get-organized/

Understanding and Managing Your Twice Exceptional Child
https://www.davidsongifted.org/gifted-blog/tips-for-parents-twice-
exceptional-alphabet-soup-pg-adhd/
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